Caesar.

My friend: taxes are the chief business of
a conqueror of the

But Caesar is no mere blood-thirsty conqueror like Napoleon.
It may be remembered, that he became a general only in his middle
age, that too, to prevent himself from being crucified. He tells
Pothinus that he is accountable for the life of every one of his
soldiers. To Cleopatra he remarks:

Caesar.

And of soldiers who have trusted me there is
not one whose hand I shall not hold more
sacred than your head*

On the field of battle, Caesar's clemency is most annoying to his
officers. Rufio complains:

Rufio.

But mark this, Caesar, clemency is very
well for you; but what is it for soldiers who
have to fight tomorrow the men you spare

Tn order to escape the eventuality, he threatens to make the next
battle a massacre. In the play, the incident of the murder of
Pothinus is designed to throw this side of Caesar's character into
relief. Caesar, against the advice of his officers lets all the Egyptians
in his hands to go free. Later he justifies his action to Rufio by
saying that every prisoner imprisoned, imprisons two Roman
soldiers as his guards. Later when the murder of Pothinus rouses
the Egyptians to a frenzy of rage, he improves the occasion by
pointing the moral that it was his clemency that had previously
disarmed the enemy. But is Caesar's clemency mere policy?
1.    Caesar and Cleopatra, p. 264, l.d,
2.    Ibid, 280. 2.c.
3.    Ibid, 268, l.a.
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